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EXPLANATORY NOTE

The existing Geology Profession Law, which was enacted in June 1965 as
Republic Act No. 4209, has become largely obsoclete in the effective regulation of the
practice of Geclogy at the present times. Hence, the urgent need to repeal the same
and enact a new law to be more realistic and relevant to current professional practice of
Geologists in the Philippines.

The proposed law will hasten the training and development of competent,
virtuous, and productive and multi-skilled Geologists whose standards of professional
practice and service shall be excellent, world-class and globally competitve through
regulatory measures, programs and activities.

The increasing scope of application of the Geology profession now necessitates
the need to redefine the practice of the said profession, and to clearly define the various
specialized branches of the same. The advent of science and technology advances in
the mineral and construction industries over the past four decades lead to the creation
of various fields of expertise and specialization such as mineral and energy resources
exploration, engineering geology, environmental geology, computer applications, etc.
such scientific and technology advances has resulted to a greater economic
appreciation of mineral resources and the importance of safe infrastructure in the
country.

The proposed la v emhodies provisions to clearly define and dr lineate the scope
of practice of the aforesaid various fields of specialization of the Geclogy profession.
Likewise, the enactmerit of environmental laws and the need to effectively address the
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social concerns of local communities have become essential aspects of the geological,
mining and mineral processing professions and operations in the country.

In -addition, the entry of the Philippines into regional and internaticnal covenants
andfor accords, likewise necessitate the need to amend the law to enable Filipino
Geologists to avail of the potential benefits of the said covenants and/or accords, such
as emp!ogment in the signatory countries.

Effectively, the proposed new law is designed to create morz jobs and job

" opportunities to Filipino Geologists.

The Professional Regulatory Board of Geology is by law, currently under the
administrative supervision of the Professional Regulation Commission. There are no
conflicts, overlapping or redundancies with the proposed measures repealing the Mining
Engineering Law and the Metallurgical Engineering Law.

Furthermore, the proposed measure is designed to implement more effective
professional regulation and at the same time promote and recognize the vital role of the
Geology prefession in the economic development of our country as well as in nation
building.

Approval of this bill is earnestly sought.
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